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To the READER. 


> T is great Sport, Im ſure, to ſome - 
a Diſſenters, to find me, who Conforn'd 
but lately, ſo ſoon Chaſtix\d, and in- 
deed with Scorpions, by One that ſeems 
to be among the greateſt Advocates for 
(onformity. And it agreeth well with a Wiſe-One's 
ſaying of that Party a-while agoe ; That my Re- 
moval from S. T homas's: Hoſpitall was Gods 
Judgment on me for Conforming.  *T is like! 

too, that my preſent uſage may paſs with ſuch for 
a Second of that kind. Which is the rather thought, 
becauſe the T'wo Sermons ( of Sept. 9. ---83.) were, 
to my certain knowledge, declaim'd againſt as Mon- 
ſtrous and Amazing by that ſort of People at their 
firſt appearmg m the World. 

And yet now lately, to encreaſe the Wonder, upon 
the other hand, Their harder Fate is, to be rec- 
koned nothing better than Seditions at the beſt, 
and their well-meaning Author ſeems plaialy 
to be doom'd unworthy of the Church, aad 
World too. 

I am far from thinking, that here is Manaſſeh 
againſt Ephraim, and Ephraim againſt Manal(- 
A {eh, 


To the Reader. 


ich, and both againſt Judah. But I muſt ſay; 
"Tis time for me to learn the Apoſtles Leſſon ; and 
coit it a ſmall thing to be judg'd of Mans 
judgment ; humbly referring my | Cauſe unto the 
Hioheſt Barr, where All ſhall equally abide the 
tryall. 
Only, methinks, the while, T ought not Here to be 
fentenc'd as a Mute, and by my Sulence give occa- 
ion to be conſtrued guilty of all that is charged on 
me; but, at the leaſt for Once, make an honeſt Plea 
in my Vindicatiom. In doms which however, the 
People that expe continmance of their mirth ſhall, ; if 
my kill can reach it, be ſure to meet with diſappoint 
ment, For ce) tainly Sm is ſo edg'd a Tool, thatygone 
but Fools will defire to make a ; Mock thereof or 
be mc ) with it. And my oreat buſineſs ts to des 
Ver, al { diſcourage that, both in my ſelf, and elſe- 
where, That ſo, aitho Pal Gult cannot, Future may 
be prevented ; and Preſent Innocency no more Cons 
k demned. 
For which fole Reaſons T hrs Paper, which bath 
7 as lo: fRopp'd; is now at laſt got out. And 
1 lan _ ce i the fitteſ? Seaſon too; when Time 
3#ed ) hath lomewhat cool'd the Heats, 
7d the Fumes oa every lide. 


Candid Plea, xc, 


> Ince it hath pleas'd the Ob/ervator, a 
Gentleman utterly unknown unto me, 
Ame nor ever diſobliged by me! (to my know- 
—. ledge) to treat me, methinks, moſt un- 
mercifully in ſeveral of his Papers,I muſt 
needs hold 1t my Concern, fairly to exdea- 
vour a Deliverance from that Blick Charaiter under which 
he repreſents me. Nor 1s there any ground of Deſpair 
hereof : Imean, from all ſuch hands, as, being reſfol- 
ved not to go by tryal of Wit, but Honeſty, will 
have the Patience to read the following Lines about 
the three Picces rhat are ſo bloodily reflected on. 


FIRST then, As to the juſtly S:ntenced Sermon (for part 
of the Subject of it, that 1s ; not the Seaſon of doom- 
ivg it ) made in the height ofthe late Rebellion, and 
whilſt its unhappy Author, zot then twenty ſix years 04, 
was ſtill under the maiignant Influence of the ſame; 
altho it now be raked {pightfully out of the Grave, 
wherein 1t had lain buried more.than zhirty p25; yer 
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this Uſage of it will not certainly have the Approbati- 
on 'of thoſe good Chriſtians, who remember and ac- 
knowledge, that we ſhould be merciful, as our Heavenly 
Father is, and forgive others, as we would be our ſelves for- 
given, Undoubtedly, ſuch Procedure agreeth not 
with the Divine Temper of the Bleſſed Martyr, Kzng 
Charles the Fir/t, Em. Bas. to the Prince of Wales : 1s 
directly againſt our preſent Sovereign's moſt Gract- 
ous Promiſe of Indempnity as to Reputation, and 4# 
of free and general Pardon and Oblivion : and plucketh 
up by the very Roots the Precepts: of Goſpel Charity, 
which requireta Compaſſion one of another, loving as Bre- 
thren being Pitiful, Courteons, thinking zo Evil, bearing, 
s believing ,and hoping all things ; with ſtricteſt prohibition 
M of Vengeance, Wrath and Malice ; ſuch eſpecially as 
: tendeth to involve (could it ſucceed) ſo many Myriads 
in Capital Guilt, however the Manager thereof himſelf 
eſcape. 

But notwithſtanding this, the offending Author 
( humbly appealing to the Searcher of all Hearts touch- 
ing his Sincerity herein) doth, over and above 2 hatewer 
hath been formerly done unto this Purpoſe by him, proieſs 
his unfeigned Sorrow for, Repentance, Condemnation 
and Abhorrence of all thoſe Paſſages quoted th-xce by 
the Obſervator, ol. 2. Numb. 128 ; Togerhcr with all 
other Sentences and Words that have a tend:.icy to en- 
courage Schiſm, abett Rebellion, or any way exCule the 
moſt Horrid and Execrable Murder and Parriciae of our 
late Pious Sovereign : Belreving in his Conſcience, that 
a move wile and villinzus Fact than that, the Karth never 
270amed nnder, nor f9e Sun ever ſhone upon EXCEPting 
only, The Mura of the Lord of Life. 

And in like manner, he 1s truly forry for, repent- 
eh of, condemreth, and abhorreth every TOO 
an 
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and undecent RefleCtion there upon Moxarchical Govern- 
ent : Which, as he doth acknowledge to be Gbd's 
Ordinance, ſo likewiſe the unqueſtionable fundamen- 
tal Polity of this State ; and where the Per/oz is Sacred, 
and his Authority in no caſe to be reſiſted. Das 

Nay, *tis his ſerious Grief and Sorrow to have been 
at any time, or in any way aſliſting or encouraging to 
the Rebellion againſt His late Majeſty of Glorious Me- 
mory, or our preſent moſt Gracious Sovereign ; whe- 
ther in times of War or Peace, before or ſince the ma- 
king of the forementioned Sermon. 

And this Profeſſion and Declaration he doth freely 
and ſincerely make, without any Equivocation, Mental 
Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation Whatfoever, upon the 
Faith of a true Chriſtian,and a Presbyter of the Church 
of England. 

And as he hath been thus afteted for many and ma- 
ny years paſt; ſo, by the Grace of God, he {hall be 
the ſame to his dying day; tho now ſo broken oz the 
Wheel for his pardoned, as well as repented faults ; and 
ſince he hath Conformed, and Condemned publickly the 
very Seeds and Principles of the ſame ; but never before 
ſo ſerved. Yet further ready upon all juſt occaſions to 
expreſs his deteſtation of all Rebellious, Seditious and 
Schiſmatical Practices and Principles; with Prayer un- 
to God for Pardon of all paſt Miſcarriages ; parrticular- 
ly thoſe that Sermon is guilty of ; and tor Divine Afhi- 
ſtance, that he may nor hereafter be lead 72to Tembtati- 
0m, but delivered from Evil ; and being converted, ſtrens - 
then his Brethren, as his Capacity reacheth ; though the 
zore he love, he ſhould be ſtill the leſs loved for it. 

And at what rate ſ{oever this plain and honeſt Con-. 
tcfſion may be entertained by Scoffers at Beligion, 
or Deſptſers of Pominions, (to whom *tis likely 
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| to prove matter of Sporz, or Splcen ) the Author hath 
counted his Coſts, and doth reckon himſelf Proof-arm'd 
againſt the ſame. And that not only becauſe of ;zvard 
Peace from doing of his Duty before the World, (by un- 
doing now what had been zl! done formerly, as faras-in 
him lies) and from diſcharging of his Conſcience in the 
ſieht of Goa, to whom he is [ure the work is acceptable, 
(Prov. 28. 13. 17Joh. 1.9. Jam. 5. 16) : but allo, be- 
cauſe he wanteth not great Precegents, to rebuke their 
Petulancy, and encourage his Integrity. *Twere e- 
novgh to mention only the Good Father St. Auitin, in 
his Confe/ions and Retrattations ; but a better far than 
he, the Bleſſed St. Paul, hath broken the Ice unto them 
PF both, in 177:.1.13. Whoſe main Apology, as *tis the 
[f only one that can be here made uſe of ; 1o 'tis alſo ho- 
neſtly due : 1 did it Izaorantly, and not malicioully. And 
his obtaining Mercy with the Almizhty then, forbids the 
doubt of a like Succe/s there ow. But as for men ; ſince 
our Gracions Sovireion hath of his own accord long ſince 
vouchſaf*d it alſo ; ſurely 41 good Snbjes will tollow 
his ſo 2ood Example ; eſpecially thoſe to whom is due 
the Charatter of God Chriſtians likewife : for they 
remem»er with concernmment, who *twas ſaid, Foroive, 
and je ſhall be forgiven. | 


SECONDLY, Touching the Exdeavony for Peace amons 
Prote/tants ; if it ſhould be diſclaimed, 'twas a Name- 
leſs Thins. But being owned, "cis |fit to be obſerved, 
that z7 was printed before the Author entered upon Epiſco- 
pal Orders ; and whileſt as y:t ſome Scrnples were remainins 
with him, For, in good truth, he did not get a Friend 
ro (Mngert 1112 On a ludden, that he 14:2 ht find a Sanituary 
is the Church ; as to uncharitably|1is ſuggeſted. For 
chat was the work of years, and colt Conſulting many 
Authors, 


Authors, and writing out-ſome- Quires of Paper ; as 
well as Conference with Learned and Contorming 
Friends in order. to his Satisfaction. And no body 
doubts, but that Eaſier Controverſies, when they meet 
with ſtrong Prejudices of Education taſtned in a weak 
and ſcrupulous. Mind, will make more reliftance than 
to be blown oft with a Puft of wind. Nor at the lait, 
did he take Orders for any Other Neceſlity, but of 
Complyance with down-right Honefty. Such were 
his Circumſtances at that time ; as ſome Revercad Do- 
tors, and No Trimmers, yctalive can teſtiftie. And, ſizce 
Thoſe Orders have been entred, he asks no favour for any 
Irregularity, that can be fairly prov'd againſt him. 
Touching that Paper it ſelf, whoſoever will be plea- 
{:d with Chriſtian Candour to read it over, and con- 
ſider the ſcaſoz of its coming forth, when through the 
fears of Popery we were almoſt all afraid of one ano- 
ther, and more and more dividing trom one another ; 
with what a 2oae/t, humble, «22d {nppliant Style throu gh- 
out the whole 1t maketh application to Srperiors ; up- 
on what Mzotives of ſeeming important Reaſon it pro- 
ceedeth ; by what Great Authors, Ancient and Moder, 
(according to their own words there frequently quo- 
ted) 'tis incourag'd and abetted ; and laſtly, how A 
is mahaged by way of Ezquiry only ; without any per- 
emptory Ailcrtion, and with the greateſt Submifiion : 
he that will cand:ty read it, as I faid, and conſider 
theſe things ; I do noi ſay will juſtifie the attempt, (5 
neither do 1 now #2 [+ if) ; but certainly, will never think, 
The Difſolutica of the Government in Church and State 
#25 th reby intended, whatever trightitul Infputations of 
t at kind be thrown upon it. Thoſe wil®tiſtonrles 
c hoppino off th: Gyveraments heaa firſt, and thea the 
h, 15 3 ana armyins him a Power in ihinos lailifferent ; 
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as not one tittle thereof dropt from the Authors Pen 
throughout the whole, and are All perfectly abhorred 
at his very heart; ſo they only ſhew, and in the full- 
eſt proof of Humane Nature's ſad Degeneracy, that 
1ll-will is too apt to tranſport Accuſers beyond themſelves. 
Whereas *cis plainly manifeſt unto the Reader, and of- 
ten times paſſionately ſignified by the Author, That 
the deſign was nothing. elſe ( as he then \nnocently 
thought ) but zo effect a laſting ſecurity and proſperity 
both to Church and State. Which he is ſure cannot be 
hid from Wiſe and Good Men, that will peruſe the 
{ame ; who will never think that any ſuch horrid wic- 
kednels, as is charged upon it, was intended by it. 
Eſpecially, if they call go-mind, that The Royal Wi/- 
dome ſometime, on a like Emergency, was reſolu'd upon the 
ſubſtance of what is humbly mov/'d for there, 

All whichis yet ſo far from an intent in me to juſti- 
fe any thing zherezz ſuppoſed to be againſt the Crown, 
or Church ; that whatever paſſage ſhall be found in any 
part thereof, that hath an evil, or unworthy aſpect upon 
either, I do moſt willingly revoke, and heartily condemn the 


ame. And hope hereby this quarrel will be ended alſo. 


LASTLY; The Two $:rmons of Sept. 9g. —$3, do 
evidently aim at Promoting true Loyalty to our Kya, 
and Holy Thaukfulneſs unto God for | him, and our own 
BAercies in him ; and nothing elie. Rebellion and Sed:ti- 
0a, are with juſt ſeverity rebuked expreſly there. And 
the Dottrine of Noz-reſitance is aflerted likewiſe. 'Tis 
true, Bid Lives do not eſcape their due reproof. But 
that, as all, men know, both ſerves the Main deſion ; 
and 1s*according to or Saviours, and our Churches Do- 
ctrine too. Nor are Diſſexters, that are guilty, any 


more excuſed-; than ſuch Conſenters. And none but 
| ſuch, 
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ſuch, on either ſide, are medled with. *And *tis our 
Duty to be therein impartial unto Both fides : as Both 
do equally diſhonour God, and miſchief Church, and 
State, and their own Souls alſo. 

But that ſuch force and violence was ever offered un- 
to Sentences, and Words; and that ever any of them 
were put upon ſuch Racks and Tortures ( before this 
time )) as to be made to ſpeak what they never meant ; 
nay, and againſt their plaineſt meaning, and moſtopen 
Profeſſion ; without notice taken of 27 Lopa/ Expreſe 
fon, among ſuch Heaps thereot, to prevent the A4ccu- 
{ers Malice, or leave any room for 0rhers Charity ; who 
can produce a proof ? *Tis verily ſuch an inſtance of 
the defect both of a Chriſt and an Humane Tem- 
per too, that the Author of the Sermons knows not 
where to find a Parallel to ir. 

And the whole Occaſion of all this Cruelty in ſo ma- 
ny Obſervators ( as it ſhould ſeem by NVamb. 127.) is 
meerly a weak, that I ſay not wilful, miſtake about 
the DO EGS mention'd in the Preface to the Sermons. 
Altho there be a peremptory conceit with ſome, that 
ſomething elſe —— Manet alta mente rep5ſtum. But 
the Mi/take 1s obvious; both by the Number of thoſe 
Doegs, and their Quality. Which can never agree with 
One finele Perſon, and under no /uch Circumſtances as 
they are plainly repreſented in the Context of that Pre- 
face. 

The naked Truth 1s briefly this. 

Thoſe very Perſons, ani None Oth:r, were intended 
by the Informers there, who, to revenge my Legal 
Breaking the Lord of $h2ft5b»rie's School, maintained 
and kept ſome years by Unlicenc'd and High Difſen- 
ters, had, during our Controverſie, exhibited Thoſe 
ether Papers (lo hideoully now reflefted on ) unto an 

2 Eccle- 
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Eccleſiaſtical Judge. 
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But being d 
Vengeance there, *twas reaſonable to preſume that 
they would attempt like kindneſs for me ( having alſo. 
a fair opportunity) with them that were to be my 
Civil Judges. Wherein they proſperd : and whom I 
tierctore thought well worthy of the Name of True 


with this Addition ; that they [ive in Iſrael, 
And that was added for valuable 


but are Edomites, 
reaſons ; perhaps, as yet, mor neeadful to be mention'd. 
Thoſe men, being the Church- Diſſexters (in the ſenſe 
we ule Chrrch-Papiſts ) by whom I haye been honour'd 
with the High Titles of Rezegado, and Apoſtate for my_ 
Conformity ( as the foreſaid Preface allo intimateth ) 
are T hey alone concers difgl hat Reflection. Any other 
Perſon upon Earth beg no- more by me intended, 


than t] 


EC 


ce Man inthe Moon was. 


Which {hews how little reaſon the Obſervator and 
his Friend had, to pick a Quarrel with|me, and at ſuch 
a mortal rate. 
to be hated without a Cauſe. 

As to the Sermoprs now ; upon freſh reading of them, 
I cannot tor my part, but pronounce them (were they 
an Enemy's) Iancceat, it not V/ef!. There is indeed 
one Word 1a-pag. 31. reflected on by OBf. Vol. 2. N. 126. 
which I contcis, «however it eſcaped the Obſervation 
oi the Author, and is Friends, the //0z59rs) doth need 
2 favourable Interpretation, 


Craveth 


wiſe, ] V 
fe. 


But 1t hath been tar|\my Betters Lot, 


It is [| Syſpedted ] and 
cre to be underitood, as {| Corciauded other- 
nie; both the tollowing words in the 


Sermons, whore you Cannot be attive in fnlfilins, plead 


IOr 3 an 


| ſceras anon to be admitted by the Obſervator 


himſelf, in ſayings, According as he Pronounceth 7zhoſe 
as tn he g02d, or bad : For 


vlainly ; *cis -my ſettled 
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Duty ; and Doubting makes nocertain Sin, but leaves | 
the matter doubtful only : And i» doubtful Caſes we 
muſt alwayes take the ſafer ſide. So that the Obſervator®s 
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Maxim is Uncontroulable 3; Where-ever- the Point is in Numb. 


Balance, Authority ought to turn the Scale. 
And herein we are agreed fully. 

But this will not ſerve the turn to atone me to my 
cauſeleſs Adverſary notwithſtanding. That others 
therefore, if he ſhall prove implacable, may be reconciled 
to me ; I ſhall do thele two things more : Briefly ſhew, 

Firſt, How horribly my Senſe and Words have been per- 
verted ; and then, What punitaal Paſſages of my Loyalty 
have been Omitted. 

In the former Cale a fewggg{tances only can be ex- 
pected by an equal Reader, K®*the more conſidering 
think not thole coo many. For I ackno:viedge my {elf 
no Match for Wir to mine Antagonilt. Beſides, for 
me to engage in ſuch Skirmiſhings, were tatake pains 
for promoting of his Protit, and mine own dammage : 
His buſineſs lying in this way of writing, and to pro- 
digious Gln, they ſay; butl therein being out of mine, 
and unto certain and valuable lols. And I may be ſare 
on'c too ;, that the laſt word mult be {ſurely ji5s, And 
after all ; there would indeed be need of None Inftance 
at all ; were but .the Scr22975 and OWervarors fairly 
compar'd together. ; ; 

But, for a Sampie only. He hegins thus. | 
C Prethee, how came that abort ? To turn aTrani- 

ervins for the King and Duke's Deliverance 
from Rumbold?s wviſtvle Spords, Piſtols and 
Blunderbiuſſes,into a Memorial of 5*s Maje ties 
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| Guns,Gallipots, and Commiſons ; and the Pa. 
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nick Dreams and Viſions of an Intoxicated ans 
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'To ” alone the hard Refle&ions on the People ; Is 
indeed the Author of the Sermons guilty of that perver- 


[eſt Praftice? Or ſeemeth not his Accuſer rather to be 


of their number, (I do but ask the Queſtion) that ſay, 
Their Tongue is their own, and they may ſlander whom, 
and how they pleaſe ? There is Oze Page ( with ſeven 
Lines more) among more than thirty. four in the whole, 
{ſpent upon the Popiſh Plot ; ?tis true. . But five or ſix 
Pages are taken up with the Fazatich, in aggravating 
of its Hell;ſh Vileneſs ; and with particular mention of 
the Kzng and Duke's Deliverance more than once : See 
Serm. pag. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. 32, &c. Now % "wy 
the Popiih Plot io be a mecr Chimera, notwithitand- 
ing all thoſe Records tor it : Is the Day perverted by ſuch 
a Glance as this upon it ? Is this the turning of a Real De- 
liverance into an Imaginary One ; as the Charge imply- 
eth ? What can be Innocence, if this be Guilt ? The 
Handfell is not lucky ; and it bodes ny better Trade a 
coming after ir. But God forbids, Im74gining Evil againſt 
our Brothcr. in our Heart. And much more, raifing of 4 
falſe Report. | 
" A Sovereign, ane Reſpect, preſent lawful Efta- 
bliſhment, Landmark. A Sovereion in this 
place may as well ſtand for an Oliver the Fir#, 
' as for Charles the Second. And then theres 
aue, lawful, Landmark, and ſuch a plagny 
room left for qualifying Coni#rudtions, and 
mental Reſervations , that there”s a hiding 
L bole for five and fifty Jeſuits. 

Indeed ! But wherefore {o zareaſopably uncharitable ? 
Who can ever believe, that [.Preſext lavful Eftabliſh- 
ment ] will be preſsd to ſerve a» Uſarper ? I had (Serm. 
pag. 10.) ſaid E upon Prov. 24. 21. Fear thou the Lord 
and the King, and meadle not with them that are given to 
| Change ); 


Ibid. 4 
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Change ); A man would think upon firſt hearing, that 
this Counſel were dire&ed peculiarly ro Wur Times. 
And anon, having done with the Precepe-; Ladd to the 
Prohibitionthere,(p.11.)that it taug ht us, both thatIrreve- 
rence towards a Sovereign hatha tendency to the Subyer- 
ſion of his Government : and eſpecially ; that for the Pre- 
ſervation of Our due reſpe& unto him, We ought to 
ſhun the Converſation of diſafltected Perſons to the Pre- 
ſent lawful Eſtabliſhment. And further, (pag. 12.) ; It 
concerns UIs therefore to have regard to the good Cau- 
tion from Heaven ; Not to meaddle with them that are 
given to Change. Where God hath ſet up his Landmark, 
'tis an horrible Treſpaſs to attempt the plucking of it 
down. And Kingthip we hear, zs God's on E/tabliſh- 
ment. - If We therefore fear the Lord, We muſt next to 
Him, fear the Kjng likewile. = 

Who is ſo credulous now, as by this Paſſaze to be per- 
ſwaded in his Conſcience, beſides the 0b/ervator, (if 
it indeed be done with h/»z) that 0/;ver had any kind- 
neſs meant him here ? He that can think ſo, mult be- 
lieve ; that pleading for moſt faithful Loyalty, is cry- 
ing up the rank?®ſt Rebellion ! And that urging Homage 
unto God, is preſſing Fealty tothe Devil ! Nay, tho the 
Jeſuits can lye cloſe upon occaſion, he muſt ſee through 
a Milſtone, that can find a hole here to hide the Head 
of one of them. Well may I-now alſo pur it to the 
Queſtion ; Do ze jrdee uprightly, O ye Sons of Mey ? 
[ Hawe we not (laich he) in the preſent 4 JC 72.1- 
ay Secret Shimei's at the leaſt ? wh-(- plea- 
hid. ; ſure "tis to frame the wort Idea's of ther 

Crou: YBOUYS, &c. Why doth he not tell us of 

| ſome of the Open Shime1's ? The Shafrsbu- 
ries ard the Ferguſons, Cc. 
And why an harmleſs Patlage thus £547 92 th 
Rack 
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Rack? But T'l adventure for this once to anſwer for it. '- 
The preſent Subjet was limited" to the Secret Shimei's : 
and therefore there's no talk of the Open Ones. What 
Rules of Reaſon doth that man violate, who reproves 
not Deeds ; whilſt his buſineſs is, ozly to complain of 
Thoughts ? And that's the very Caſe there. Where the 
Diſcourſe proceedeth, 9 our Devotion unto Kings, as 
rooted iz our Minds. Tho the other thing is abundant- 
ly, elſewhere done ; and immediately atter, Pag. 12, 
I3, 14, 15, Cc. | 
The Sermons (*Pag. 10.) tell us, The Word of God 
in the Old and New Teſtament exatts true ana high Dewvoti- 
on to Kjnes ; as rooted in.our Mizds; proteis*d by our 
Mouths ; and atteſted to by our Lives. And then of the 
firſt of theſe, ( Pag. 11.) ſay ; The beſt Qpimon and 
molt worthy 1 houz hts of Princes mult be entertained by 
us. The moſt fair ConſtruCtion| muſt be pur on 
all rheir Councels and Afairs, that they can pothbly 
bear. And we may not dare to loole ozr Mizes to 
other Methods : For then adieu the Fear and Reverence 
that we owe unto them. The holy Preacher means 
this very thing, when he forbids, To curſe the Kyne (0 
much as in our Thoughts, Eccle/. 10. 20. Every evil, 
and unworthy, and indecent Coxceptioz of him 15 to be 
utterly baniſhed. Bur alas ! Have we wot in this preſeat 
Age, to9 many Secret Shimet's af the {eaſt ? whole plea- 
ſure 'tis to frame the worit Idea's of their Governours 
and their Actions, in therr own Minds; and are then in 
Travel to be deliver*d of them to their Neighbours on 
the firſt opportunity ? But Holy Scriptures t ach us 
no ſuch Dottrine ; .but the contrary. 

And who can tell now ; what is the Authors fault, 
for -12t tellins here of Open Shimer's ? Nay, is there any 
Equity or Jultice 1n 1r, to cenſure him as a Friend to 

| Oper 


WS. F - IV 


To a Cruel Charge. 


their Doom immediately following ) juſtly and ſe- 
verely condemneth there Secret Conſpiracy ; and in the 
very Womb thereof, the Thoughts of Men ? Which 
was the only thing of preſent Conſideration. 

'Tis not unfit for me to take up his Complaint, that 
ſaid ; Every day they wreſt my Words ; all their Thoughts 
are againſt me for Evil. 


C This ſame Three Kjngdoms of our own now , 
| is an odd Expreſſion : Unleſs it be meant 
of the Peoples Sovereignty, when they 
; Sentenc'd their lawful King to the Block. 
And it lies as fairly, ( in aTrimming ſexſe) 
for a Laſh at the Reſtauration of this 
Ring, as at the Depoſing and Beheading 
C 


of the laſt. 


"Tis true; it les as fairly to one as to'ther ; becaule 
not at all to either purpoſe. But here is Blood, Goar- 
blood, ford out of a guiltleſs, honeſt, and as plain 
a Clauſe ( at the beginning of the Paragraph ) as can 
be uſed. Let the Impartial Reader judge. *Tis ſaid, 
( Serm. pag. 12.) upon Medadle not with them that are 
given to Change, amongſt other things ; That this great 
Itch of Novelty is not the leaſt part of our Degeneracy. 
But to what vaſt Expences of Treaſure and Lives, be- 
ſides mens deareſt Conſciences, it hath put the World, 
I need not inſiſt on. For who can forget to what a 
diſmal paſs Three Realms of our own were thereby 
lately brought ? og; 

What Lyzcens now can poſſibly ſpy any kindneſs 
for the Peoples Sovereionty couched here ? And thoſe 
SpeFFacles are ſtark naught indeed, that repreſent in 
that 


Open Conſpirators (which is implyed) who ( belides 


A Candid Plea © 


that moft honeſt Phraſe any ill will to the refforing 
This, or good will to the deſtroying of the Laſt Kzng. 
For every Body knows, that as C Realms] muſt mean 
the Kjno and his Subjefts ; 10 [ our own] doth only 
ſtand in oppoſition to: others abroad|; and juſt before 


ſpoken of. And I nothing doubt, but that every En- _: 


gliſhman that will, can eaſily underſtand, without 
an Interpreter, that the Kgng and Subjets of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland were thereby intended. Surely, this 
is not gexerous; nor can my Enemy think it com- 
mendable to take ſuch pains, #0 make a Man ax Of- 
tender for a Word. 


By thoſe Sincere Protetants is manifeſtly in- 

| tended the Difſenters. And for the Po. 

| piſh Agents and Sons of Belial; *tis the 
Ibid. 5 very Style of the Schiſmaticks for the 
Papiits and their Adherents , whereby all 
the Aſſertors of the Government are made 
_ Parties to the Conſpiracy. 


And in what Didionaries, pray now, may we find 
thoſe words ſo Engliſh'd ? Or, where do the Sermons 
give us that Interpretation of them ? Or can it be 
made good, that Common Uſe ( the abſolute Sovereign 
of Words, according to the Poet ) hath fo determin'd 
their Signification ? I acknowledge, there is Inſtance 
made ( Serm. par. 24. ) of a Third Deliverance of his 
Sacred Majeſty, and all ſincere Profeſſors of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion in the three Kingdoms, from the Po- 
pijh Plot. The Plotters there are called, Popiſh Agents, 
and Sons of Belial ; and I thought deſervedly. For, 
to ſay truth, I had no more Wit, nor better Man- 
ners, than to-believe ; that fince the Kzzz, and /o 

many 


many Parliaments, with Judges and Farys, had been 
Vouchers for the Reality of the Popiſh Plot, ( and 
without any Revocation to this day, that I ever 
heard of) both that there was indeed ſuch a Plot ; 
and that they muſt be Sons of Belial. who had. en- 
gag'd therein. But for all that; how this ſhould 
make AH Sincere Proteſtants to be the Diſſenters only; 
or the Aſſertors of the Government Parties to the Con- 
ſpiracy, 1s paſt my dull Underſtanding, or (I think) 
any Oeaipus's to unfold. I take Sincere Proteſtants 
to be Thoſe that will not quit the Dofrine of the Church 
of England, as by Law Eſtabliſhed, ( which is the Do- 
arine of the Goſpel ) to turn Papiſts, And am moſt 
confident, That no Aſſertors of the Government could be 
Partakers with thoſe Sons of Belial, that would have been 
the Subverters of it. And ſo, the manife# Intenti- 
on whereof you ſpeak, by an Impartial Judge, will 
ſurcly be pronounced a manife#t Calumny. Nor can 
he think ir leſs untruly, than boldly ſpoken. And 
you know the Commandment, Thom ſhalt not bear 


falſe witneſs againſt thy Neighbour. 


Prixciples, *tis clear as day, that he means 


vas When the Author ſpeaks of Our Churches 
the Separate Churches, &c. 


N. 125. 


But means he {0 indeed ? I take it, God Almighty 
only ſearcheth Hearts. And think our Church doth 
teach me this, as well as Holy Scriptures. How men 
ſhould know our weaning otherwiſe than by our own 
expreſſing it, ſome way or other; I have not yet 
attained to underſtand. Now *twas ſaid indeed /Serm. 
pag. 25. ) that, The ozly true Religion ( And our 
Church's ) called Proteſtant, juſtly condemns them ( the 

C-3 Prin- 


% 


Principles of Afaſſinating Princes, or Maſſacring Sub- : 
jets) unto Hell, © from whence they came. The Eſpou- 
ſers of them therefore, when they take the name /of Pro- 
reſtants oz them, do but nick-name themſelves, to put a 
blind upon the World, and carry on their deviliſh purpo- 
ſes with the leſs ſuſpition. They muſt have been brought 
up in Ignatius Loyala%s School, or John-a-Leyden's 
neceſſarily. | 

And ſure enough, ſuch Sires have no ſuch Breed 
of Separate Churches that condemn ſuch Principles. 
Yet here [ Ottr Church's ] in| the Genirive Sn. 
gular, and ſo mark'd by an Apoſtrophus, muff mean 
('tis faid ) the [ Separate Churches 7 in the 4c- 
cuſative Plural, And in ſpight of my teeth I am 
to be born down, That ſo *tis as clear as Day. Nay, 
tho I bring for point-blank Evidence to the contrary 
CThe Homilies of the Church of England againſt Rebelli- 
9] quoted in the Margin there, and juſt oppoſite to 
It. Ts not this clear Proof ; That he Tongue 7s an vn- 
ruly Evil, a World of Iniquity ? 


In your Conſcience do you not think this 

Paſſage ( about reproving Debauchery ) was 

OY intended as a Brand upon that Party ? iz. 
the Loyal and Epiſcopal. 

In 4Þy Conſcience, Not ; whatever Trimmer think- 
eth. Nor is there any ground for ſucha Jealouſie ; 
ſave only with ſuch Cu; ry Ones, that would be apt 
to hatc even an Inſpired Prophet, (were he preſent) 
as never ſpeaking well, but evil of them. The Paſſage 
is in the Exhortation unto Thankfulneſs for the 
oreat deliverance from the Phanatick Plot  Serm. 
4:2. 33.) where having preſs'd that Duty —_— 

rom 


. © To a-Cruel Charge 
Y CY . 


from the love we have for .our Kzng, our Country, 
and our Religion : *'Tis added, T hat our Lives andConver- 
ſations ſhould eccho to our Mouths therein. For Thankſgru- 
ing unto God is not matter of meer Complement : Nor are his 
Praiſes the labour of. our Lips only. No man can be true 
thankful, unleſs he will be really holy. Whilſt the Lif. 
diſhonours God, the Praiſes of the Mouth are no ber- 
ter than Dung Sacrificed ; which will be thrown 
back with Indignation into his face that offers it. 
Will the All-feeing and moſt holy God account that Tongue 
doth bleſs his Name, as it ought, with Thanks and Praiſe; . 
whoſe daily Trade it is, to blaſpheme the ſame with hor- 
rid Oaths and Execrations. What ? | Atheiſm and Pro-. 
phaneſ's '” God the Tribute of his Praiſes © With the 
reſt, which the Obſervator mentions; and more unto 


that purpole. As, Ler's praiſe God with our Lips, 


and pleaſe him in our Lives. Let's being delivered from 

our Enemies, ſerve him that hath delivered us, in Rizh- 

teouſneſs and Heolineſs before him all our dayes, &C. 
Where lies the hurt of this Diſcourſe now, who 


can ſee? Are not evil Surmiſinzs condemned in the. 


Holy Scriptures? And are they not moſt unduely 


exerciſed here ? For what Colour is there to ſuſpect. 


this Paſſage as delign'd to brand the Loyal and Ep/- 
copal Party? Why ? Are zone others, and all ſuch, fo 
culpable ? Who brands that Party then? And if I meant 


ſo : as 1s ſugeſted : My /c{f, who neither am, nor ſhall. 


be of any other Party, mſt mark my ſelf, then, for a wic- 
ked wretch too. And 1s thar a likely thing ?_ 


But to make ihort work of it. Ifthereare no people: 
In the Kingdom that lead ſuch bad Lives 3 I was much. 
to blaine. Butt it there are too many, as my Adverſa-. 
ry willnot deny : Whata reproach 1sit to our Church, , 


that he that olames ſuch wickedneſs, ſhould be branded 
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for her Enemy, atid by her Advocate ? And when ſbe 
her ſelf hath Publiſh'd /everal Homilies, againſt Swear- 
ing, Drunkenneſs, and Adultery ; 1s he her Friend, 
that ſtigmatizerh them that follow her Example ? To 
"8-44 paſs by. heaps of Reverend Clergy men, that herein 
WW Serm. alſo have trod her ſteps; how ſhall the Rizhr Re- 
> SC, verend Father be excuſed ; who Preached thus againſt 
WW Pag- 3» gyr Luſts, and for new Lives, together with- our Prai- 
' 3*33* es, upon this Occaſion, and the ſelf ſame day, before 
the Kjno at Wincheſter ? But I am ſorry, that the 
old Complaint ſhould be juſt ſtill ; They hate him that 
rebuketh in the Gate. And that I ſhould be treated as 
an Enemy, becauſe 1 tell the truth, is no diſgrace, bur 
an honour rather. 
And now, in mine Opinion, here is ſufficient Spe- 

cimen of the Candour uſed to thoſe Sermons. . The 
Number of ſuch Inftances might be eaſily doubled, 
if not multiplyed. For my Tormentor bateih not, nor - 
eaſeth, his own from the' beginning. to the end of 
many Obſervators. But '*twere a double pain to write 
out all, as well as bear them. And *tis fo needleſs ; 
that it would tyre the Reader to take their tale. If the 
old wont ſhall be continued ; I muſt, (in Conſcience 
of mine Innocency,) content my ſelf with the P/almiſts 
Prayer unto God ;. Let them Curſe, but Bleſs thou. 


The other part of my Tak is, to offer ſome parti- 
cular Paſſages; which, beſides the General Deſign 
of both Diſcourſes, will make a Demonſtration of 
the Authors Loyalty, unto full meaſure, preſſed down, 
and running over : altho, being ſeen, they would not be 
obſerved by the Obſervator, 

In the Preface. The Author, after the acknow- 
ledgment of his former Guilt, faith : He looks up- 
on 


To' a Cruel” bare. - © © "oo 
on himſelf as going off the Stage of Earth avace ; * 


and after the approving of his Soul to God, he would 
be glad ( he thinks with Innocency ) to leave an ho- 
neſt memory behind him. And he can never think, 
that open Diſloyalty, or Loyalty in maſquerade only, there- 
with conſiſtent. 

Serm. pag. 3. A Kings Salvation doth both oblige himſelf 
and his +2 wy alſo, to the joyful Praiſe of God that gives 
it. ( Which is layd down, as the plain meaning of 
the Text, and main deſign of both Diſcourſes. } 

Pag. 4. If Chriſtians were bound thus ( as 1 Ti. 
2. 1, 2. requires) towards Sovereigns and Superiors 
which were but Heathens ; Strangers to and _ Ene- 
mies of the Goſpel : How much cloſer and ftronper is 
the tye on US, who by Gods mercyful Providence enjoy 
a Prince, that is a Profeſſed Chriſtian, a Defender of 
the Faith, and a Protedtor of them that own it ? 

Pap. 8. Kings are by God ordained, not only Su- 
periour unto others ; but Supream over all their Peo- 
ple; to rule and govern them under himſelf, and in. 
his room and place. Ir is by Him Kjzngs reign, faith 
Solomon, Pro. 8.15. He ſets them up, ſaith Daniel, 
2, 21. | 

Pag. 11. Firſt we muſt fear the Lord, who is King 
of Kings : and next the Kyzng ; who is under him, and 
over Us. 

Pag. 13. To reproach Superiours, a Soveraion {pe- 
cially, is to be abhorred even to Hell from whence 
it came. ; 

Pag. 14. Where we cannot be Attive in ful6l- 
ling ; we muſt be Paſſive in ſubmitting. And there - 
Is none allowance, but an utter Condemnation of Re- 
ſfiſtance and Rebellion in the caſe, by the Doftrine of our 
Religion. 
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Pag. 15. Whatever any fort of men ſuppoſe may 
be: objeted by the Law of Natare, the Law of Grace 
controuls that Fancy, and: determines our Obedience, 
and the Dottrine of Non-reſiſtance. For Who may ſay 
unto the Kjng, What doſt thou ? Ecclel. 8. 4. 

Ibid. This ( in the two laſt Paragraphs) zs a great 
part of our Duty, who are Minifters, to declare wnto you ; 
eſpecially, nz ſuch a turbulent and ſeditious age : Name- 
ly, To put you in mind to be ſubject to Principalities 
and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every 

ood work : Tit. 3. 1. As if there! were little likeli- 
100d of any other Good Works, if this of our Obe- 
dience were neglected. h 

Pag. 17. They were not for Plotting his Deftru- 
oy tion : much leſs for a&#ual Murydering of him ; as 
1 was too lately done upon the Royal Martyr by the pre- 
4 vailing Party in our late Rebellion to the Eternal 

ſhame thereof. | 

Pag. 18. David was not an Oliver, or a Braadſhav : 
hating to think, that Providence juſtified, or enconra- 
Jed unto, any Villany. 

Pas. 21. It ſhall ſuffice to point at three, or four, 
ſuch great deliverances of him, |( our preſent Sove- 
raign ) as may convince an Enemy, and an Athei#t ; 
That the hand of God was with him in them. 

Pag. 26. Thanks be to Goa, our Kzjnug liverh, and | 
we together with him. Wherein thoſe Mer of mi/- 
chief dealt proudly, indeed Cruelly, the Almiohty was 
above them. 

Pas. 28. New-Market Fire, though it were not like- | 
ly to quench thoſe T raytors thirſt for his Sacred Blood ; yet 
it choak'd them from drinking it. That ſo /ad a» 
Accident there was made the occaſion of great Glaa- 

eſs elſewhere ; in cauſing the removal 0 the 3g 
efore | 
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before his intended, and their expeCted Seaſon. 

Pag. 29. Is not he (our King) the Defender of the 
Faith, and a Preferver of the Goſpel amongſt us? If 
Gods Church. of old bewailed the loſs of their King, 
as loſing the breath of their Noſtrils, Lam. 4. 20; 
Should not a Chriſtian Church have an equal value for 
their Kjng now? 


P. 3o. Whoſoever will prove faithful Servants of 
the Lord, muit alſo be found Loyal Subjetts to their 
Prince. 


Pag. 32. Do we love our Kjzz ? Who ought to be 
the Delight of our Eyes, the Joy of our Hearts, and . 
the Breath of our Noſtrils. | 


But I will ftay my hand : Not only, becauſe to write 
out all ſuch Inſtances, were to tranſcribe both Ser- 
mons almoſt wholly ; but thoſe already written, in 
mine opinion, will ſuffice abundantly both to clear 
me of diſaffection to the State, and to procure a Verdict 
for me, as a zealous Loyaliſt, at any equal Bar. Who- 
ever yer can doubt, let them but be ſo jult, as #9 
beſtow fair reading 0n the Sermons, and I beg no 

| more. 


No man (I think) may juſtly blame me for a de- 
tet of Natural, or Acquired Parts, to ſuch a pitch as 
the Obſervator is endowed with. Nor ſhould he 
quarrel me, becauſe I have not his feliciry of Fan- 
cy and Expreſſion: to think and ſpeak wittily and 
llaently, as he can do, upon any occaſion. Nay, 
tis not reaſon to imagine, that every Subje& I am - 
d; trent- 


> 


= treating of ſhould be perform'd in all reſpeQs ex- * 
atly to his very expectation. | It is enough that _ 
I go ſure, tho a flow pace the while. ' And being 
truely honeſt, as I am moſt certain is my conſtant 
meaning ; I ſhall not ſpight his [praiſe in other mar- 
zers, as I doubt nor to get oft without juſt blame my 
ſeif, 11 this, | | 
"Twas, I confeſs, a great ſurprizal to me to be 
accolted in my return from a Country Journey, and 
on the way, with many unkind Obſervators all at 
once. The rather too, becauſe I had received the 
gricvous Clamours of ſome Diſſenters for thoſe wery Ser- 
moas before I went it ; and, upon Conſcience of mine 
own Integrity,wasaltogether ſecure of any danger from 
the other quarter ; whence no ſuch uſage, I was cer- 
tain, was deſerved. But 'tis ſome Comfort yet ; that 
I am not alone, much leſs the firſt, in ſuch an unex. 
pected, and undelſerved Treatment. The man after 
Gods own Heart complained ſadly, That they rewar- 
dea him Evil for good, unto the ſpoilins of his Soul. 
And a oreat deal more relief it | 1s, to remember ; 
that there is a more equal Judge, at whoſe Tribu- 
nal the Cauſe depending betwixt mine Accuſers 
and my ſelf, ihall be, e're long, heard o're again. 
Where will be certainly moſt juſt, and fair Pro- 
cecdings. May we Alf honeſtly reckon with our 
ſelves, before we come to give up zhere our laſt Ac- 
count. -And fince *cis written, I/hy doft thou judge 
rhy Brother ; ana why doft thou ſet at naurht thy Bro- 
ther * And, He ſhall have Judement without Mercy, 
that ſyewed no Mercy : Ouglht not all men hereafter, 
#9 take better heed nato their wayes, that they offend 
not with their Tongue ;, not taking np, and much lels 
railing, 4 reproach azainſt their Neighbour. 


This - 


" _- This can't be juſt offence to any of my Cenſurers. *F * 
And I hope, the moſt ſevere ( with whom I now 
am dealing ) will not count it Canting : nor reckon 
himſelf above © the need of any Monitor. 1» many 
things we offend all : and I can't but think the Can- 

did Reader will be now of mine Opinion ; That he 
hath greatly done ſo in his preſent uſage of me. 

But. to end the Controverſy oz my part ; my de- 
fire is, as a True Chriſtian, To Bleſs eh, m that Curſe 


me : and as a Sound Proteſtant ( lit wverbo venia) I 
do heartily pray to God, and as our Church directs 
me, 2gtve mine Enemies, Perſecuto2s and 
Slafferers ; and to turn their Hearts, 


Imprimartur. 


Ex xd, Lond. 


OR.3.1664, 
i Tho. Griggs, R.P.D. Epiſc. 
2 | Lond. a facris domeſticis, 


